Bölüm 5 

Kral Belşassar'ın Verdiği Şölen 

 1 Kral Belşassar soylu adamlarından bin kişiye büyük bir şölen verdi, onlarla şarap içti. 2 Şarabını keyifle içerken, atası Nebukadnessar'ın Yeruşalim'deki tapınaktan çıkarıp getirdiği altın ve gümüş kapların getirilmesini buyurdu. Öyle ki, kendisi, karıları, cariyeleri, soylu adamları onlarla içsinler.  3 Böylece Tanrı'nın Yeruşalim'deki tapınağından alınan altın kaplar getirildi; kral, karıları, cariyeleri, soylu adamları onlarla içtiler.  4 Şaraplarını içerken altından, gümüşten, tunçtan, demirden, ağaçtan, taştan ilahları övdüler. 

 5 Ansızın bir insan elinin parmakları belirdi, şamdanın yanındaki saray duvarının sıvası üzerine yazmaya başladı. Kral yazan eli gördü,  6 aklından geçenler onu ürküttü, benizi soldu; eli ayağı tutmaz oldu, dizlerinin bağı çözüldü. 

 7 Yüksek sesle Babil'in bilgelerini - falcılarla yıldızbilimcileri - çağırttı. Onlara, "Bu yazıyı kim okuyup ne anlama geldiğini bana açıklarsa, kendisine mor giysi giydirilip boynuna altın zincir takılacak ve ülkede üçüncü önder olacak" dedi.  8 Kralın bütün bilgeleri geldiyse de yazıyı kimse okuyamadı, ne anlama geldiğini de açıklayamadı.  9 Bu yüzden Kral Belşassar daha da korktu, benzi büsbütün soldu. Soylu adamlarıysa şaşkındı. 

 10 Kralla soyluların seslerini duyan kraliçe şölen salonuna geldi. "Çok yaşa, ey kral!" dedi, "Aklından geçenler seni ürkütmesin, benzin solmasın!  11 Ülkende kendisinde kutsal ilahların ruhu bulunan biri var... 12 Kralın Belteşassar diye çağırdığı Daniel olağanüstü bir ruha, bilgiye, sağduyuya sahiptir. Üstelik düşleri yorumlamayi, bilmeceleri çözmeyi, gizli şeyleri açıklamayıda bilir. Daniel'i çağırtır, yazının ne anlama geldiğini o sana söyleyecektir." 

 13 Böylece Daniel'i kralın önüne getirdiler. Kral, "...Daniel sen misin?" diye sordu,   14 "Sende tanrıların ruhu bulunduğunu, çok akıllıö anlayışlı ve bilgili olduğunu duydum.  15 Bilgin adamları ve falcıları çağırttım, bu yazıyı okuyup ne anlama geldiğini söylesinler. Ama ne anlama geldiğini açıklayamadılar... Bu yazıyı okuyup ne anlama geldiğini açıklayabilirsen, sana mor giysi giydirilip boynuna altın zincir takılacak; ülkede üçüncü önder olacaksın." 

 17 Daniel, "Armağanların senin olsun, ödüllerini de bir başkasına ver" diye karşılık verdi, "Ama ben yine de yazıyı okuyup ne anlama geldiğini sana açıklayacağım.  18 "Ey kral, Yüce Tanrı deden Nebukadnessar'a krallığı, büyüklüğü, yüceliği, görkemi verdi.  19 Tanrı'nın verdiği büyüklük yüzünden bütün halklar, uluslar, her dilden insanlar ondan korkup titredi... 20 Ne var ki, gurura kapılıp saygısızlıkta direnince, krallık tahtından indirildi, yüceliği kendisinden alındı.  21 İnsanlar arasından kovuldu ve ona hayvan yüreği verildi. Yüce Tanrı'nın insanların krallığı üzerinde egemenlik sürdüğünü, onu dilediği kişiye verdiğini anlayıncaya dek yaban eşekleri arasında yaşadı, öküz gibi otla beslendi, bedeni göğün çiyiyle ıslandı. 

 22 "Ama ey sen, onun torunu Belşassar, bunların hepsini bildiğin halde alçakgönüllülüğü benimsemedin.  23 Bunun yerine göğün Rab'bine karşı kendini yükselttin. O'nun tapınağından aldıkları kapları sana getirdiler. Sen, karıların, cariyelerin, soylu adamların onlarla şarap içtiniz. Görmeyen, duymayan, anlamayan altından, gümüşten, tunçtan, demirden, ağaçtan, taştan tanrıları övdün. Ama senin soluğunu elinde tutan, bütün yollarını gören Tanrı'yı yüceltmedin.  24 Bu yüzden Tanrı o yazıyı yazan eli gönderdi. 

 25 "Yazılan yazı şudur: 

  MENE, MENE, TEKEL ve PARSİN. \m 

 26 "Bu sözlerin anlamı şudur: 

  MENE: Tanrı senin krallığının günlerini saydı ve ona son verdi. 

\f d 5:26. "MENE": "Sayılan" anlamına gelir. 

 27 TEKEL: Kantarda tartıldın ve eksik bulundun. 

\f e 5:27. "TEKEL": "Tartılan" anlamına gelir. 

 28 PERES: Krallığın ikiye bölünerek Medler'le Persler'e verildi." 

\f f 5:28. "PERES": "Bölünen" anlamına gelmekle birlikte "Persler" sözcüğünü de çağrıştırır. Peres "Parsin"in tekilidir. 

 29 Belşassar'ın buyruğu üzerine Daniel'e mor giysi giydirilip boynuna altın zincir takıldı ve ülkede üçüncü önder ilan edildi. 

 30 Kildani* Kralı Belşassar o gece öldürüldü.  31 Altmış iki yaşında olan Medli Darius krallığı eline geçirdi. 

A. Tarihte ne oldu


1. o günün datasını çok kesin biliyoruz: 12 Oktomvri, 

539 İ.Ö. - dernek günü


2. Belşassar kimdi? Nebukadnessar'ın torunu



- Neb. - Nabonidus - Belşassar 



- Nab. + Belş. birlikte krallık sürdü, onun için diyor: "Seni üçüncü önder yapacam!"


3. Kralın düşmanları, Medya ve Pers krallıkları ile işbirlik yaptılar



- Daryuş (Medya) ve Kiros (Pers / İranlı) birlikte Babili kuşattılar; bu aylar sürdü


4. Belşessar bu durumda kendine o kadar güveniyor ki, büyükbanket yapıyor (gurur)


5. Babillilerin yardımyla kocaman Fırat ırmağının yatağını değiştirip kasaba duvarının altından akıttılar


6. O gecede düşmanları sarayın içine girip Belşessar'ı öldürdüler


7. Peygamber Yeşaya bütün bu olayı yüzlerce sene önce gördü

Yeşaya 21:

5 Gördüğüm görümde sofrayı hazırlıyor, kilimleri seriyor, yiyip içiyorlar. Kalkın, ey önderler, kalkanları yağlayın! 

 6 Rab bana dedi ki: "Git, bir gözcü dik, gördüğünü bildirsin.  7 Savaş arabalarının, 

Atlara, eşeklere, develere binmiş insanların  Çifter çifter geldiğini görünce dikkat kesilsin." \b 

 8 Gözcü, "Ey efendim, Her gün aralıksız gözcü kulesinde duruyorum, Her gece yerimde nöbet tutuyorum" diye bağırdı,  9 "Bak, savaş arabalarıyla atlılar çifter çifter geliyor!" 

Sonra, "Yıkıldı, Babil yıkıldı!" diye haber verdi,  "Taptıkları bütün putlar yere çalınıp parçalandı!" 
 10 Ey halkım, harman yerinde buğday gibi dövülmüş olan halkım! Her Şeye Egemen RAB'den, İsrail'in Tanrısı'ndan duyduklarımı size bildirdim. 

B. duvardaki yazı neydi? Mene - Mene - Tekel - Parsin


- biraz karışık bir söz oyunu: üç derece



(1) M - M - T - P:  Mina (50 Şekel), Şekel, Parsin (= yarım Mina = 25 Şekel)



(2) gerçek, anlamlı sözler "sayılmış, sayılmış, tartılmış, eksik bulunmuş"



(3) Parsın = Peres = Persler (İranlılar)

C. Belşassar neden öyle yaptı? Neden tapınaktan kapları getirtti?


1. Belki arkadaşlarına kendini göstermek için



- ne kadar şeyler sade insan korkusundan yapıyoruz


2. Belki kendini o kadar kuvvetli hissetti ki, Allahla savaş edebilirim diye düşündü



- ilk Babil kralı ("Göke erecek bir kule yapalım")



- filmde: kuleye binip göke ok çekiyor


3. Belki heyecan için yaptı... "Bakalım, Allah beni çarpacak mı"


4. Belki vicdanı biraz rahatsız olmaya başladı. "Azıcık din lazım" diye düşündü

- örnek: bir kuş nasıl yüksek voltajlı bir kabloda durabilir. Elektrikçiye sordum: "Buradan bir sırıkla kabloya dokunursan, hemen ölecen. Kuş sadece kabloya tutunuyor, hem kabloya hem toprağa değil. Onun için korkunçluk yok." İnsan hem Rabbe, hem de dünyaya tutunamaz. (Lut'un karısı gibi)

D. Belşessar'ın günahı neydi?


(1) değil bilgisizlikten, gururdan günah işledi 



- biz herşey biliyoruz


(2) Rabbe karşe gitti, kutsal olan şeyleri mundarlık için kullandı



- Rabbin sofrası, İncil


(3) putları övüp gerçek tanrıyı övmedi



- en büyük putumuz biziz

E. Bir başka Babil var - o da yıkılacak

Esin 14:8

Onun arkasından başka, ikinci bir melek geldi. Dedi ki, "Yıkıldı! Babil, o kocaman kasaba yıkıldı! Hani o azgın zina şarabını bütün milletlere içirirdi."
- Esinl 14 - üç melek birer haber veriyor - sonra üç kurbağa = kötü ruhların öğretişleri (16:13)

- "zina şarabı" = Belşessar'ın banketi - Allahın kaplarının içinde iğrenç, putperest şarap

- demek: gerçek, asıl incil öğretişin yanında putperest öğretişler

- mesela: 

(1) BG'de herşey "za zdrave", sağlık için (ekstraseanslar, medyumlar) - "sağlık müjdesi" = zina şarabı

(2) putperest adetler ortodoks kilisesinde - Koleda için: altarın altından geçmek (sağlık için), bereketlenmiş yiyentiler ve rubalar

Esin 18:3-6

3 Melek de beni ruhta ıssız yerlere götürdü. O zaman bir kadın gördüm, kırmızı bir canavarın üzerinde otururdu. Canavar Allaha küfür eden adlarla doluydu. Yedi kafası ve on boynuzu vardı. 4 Kadın ergivan ve kırmızı rubalar giyimişti. Altın, kıymetli taşlarla ve incilerle süslenmişti. Elinde altından bir kadeh vardı. O da iğrenç şeylerle ve zinalarının pislikleriyle doluydu. 5 Onun alnında şöyle bir ad yazılıydı, (ve burada saklı bir anlam var!): 

"BÜYÜK BABİL, 

YOLSUZLARIN ANASI ve DÜNYADAKİ İĞRENÇLİKLERİN ANASI"

6 Ve gördüm, kadın nasıl sarfoş olmuştu kutsalların kanından ve İsa'nın şahitlerinin kanından. 

Onu görünce gayet fazlasına şaştım.

F. Ne öğreniyoruz?


1. Allahtan kaçabilirsin, ama saklanamazsın



- Mezmur 139:7-12

7 Nereye gideyim, senin soluğun​dan uzak olmak için?

Nereye kaçayım, senin yüzünden uzak olmak için?

8 Göklere tırmansam, işte oradasın!

Ölüler devletine insem, gene oradasın!

9 Sabahın kanatlarını alsam, gidip denizlerin ötesinde otursam,

10 orada da, elin bana yol gösterir, ve sağ elin beni tutar! 

11 Desem ki: “Örtsün beni karanlıklar, gece olsun beni kuşatan tek aydınlık!”

12 Karanlıklar bile karanlık değildir senin için Gece ışıldar gündüz gibi, ve karanlık ışık gibi!


2. başkalardan örnek almak - kaç imanlı düştü

Gal 6:7-8

7 Aldanmayın, Allahla maytap olmaz. Çünkü insan ne ekerse, onu biçecek. 8 Kim kendi beden tabiyetine ekerse, o tabiyetten perişanlık biçecek. Ama kim Ruh'a ekerse, Ruh'tan sonsuz yaşam biçecek.

1.Kor. 10:12-13

12 Onun için, kim sanıyor kendini ayaktadır, dikkat etsin düşmesin. 13 Sizin başınıza henüz öyle bir hal gelmedi ki, öbür insanlara da aynısı gelmesin.


3. Rab sabırlıdır, ama defalarca dinlemezse, Rab yargılayacak



- İbr. 6:7-8

Bir toprak onun üzerine sık sık düşen yağmuru içti mi, ve kendisine bakan kişilere fayda getiren otlar çıkardı mı, o Allahtan bereketleniyor. 8 Ama bir toprak tikenli otlar ve çalılar çıkardı mı, o yaramazdır ve lanetlenmenin üzerindedir. Onun sonu yanmaktır.
4. Rab konuşuyor kendi halkına, ona durumunu gösteriyor 



- Esin 2-3:  yedi kilise



- kendi halimizi görmeliyiz (Efes - ilk sevgi yok, Sardis - uykuda, Laodikya - ılık, fukara, kör, çıplak)



- örnek: Liz Taylor, büyük aktris - yaşlanınca şişmanlamaya başladı - bir gün karar veriyor zayıflasın - reporter soruyor: "Bu nasıl oldu?" - "Bir gün hotel odasında - duştan çıkıyor - duvarda boydan bota ayna vardı - kendini görüyor - eskiden hep küçük aynalara bakardım, problem yoktu"

- Senin aynan ne kadar büyük? Asıl ayna İsa Mesih'tir, kendini onunla ölç, değil imansızlarla, değil başka imanlılarla

Elizabeth Taylor, the great movie star 

had gained many pounds and just got fat. 

One day she started dropping weight and got 

back to her "star figure." 

The reporter ask Liz, why? 

What made you lose weight. 

She said, while traveling with her husband in 

Virginia. She was at a motel, got out of the shower

and there in a full length mirror, 

she saw how fat she really was. 

Prior to this she had been using only small mirrors,

and avoided seeing herself as she really was ... 

Fat. 

When she saw and realized how fat she was, 

it was easy to lose weight.

We need a system to measure blood pressure 

and we put mercury in a tube.

A glucometer to measure blood sugar. 

An air gauge for the tires.

Daniel 5:30

THAT VERY NIGHT = General Cyrus captured Babylon on October 12, 539 B.C.

 
Belshazzar’s Ball 
 


 
Daniel 5:1-5:31 


BELSHAZZAR’S BALL

TEXT - Daniel 5: 1-6, 22-31

INTRO. - There are many people in the Bible who are good

examples to follow and teach us about faith, love, sacrifice,

and practice Christianity. There are others who are red light

warnings that teach us to beware lest we follow in their

ways. Belshazzar is one of those people who teach us not to

be like they were.

Belshazzar the king threw a feast. I am sure it had the best

of everything and no expense was spared. Pleasure was the

order of the hour. History teaches us that some of these

feasts prepared by ancient kings would last for weeks.

Serious decisions and the important matters of life and the

kingdom were put away and forgotten. These feasts were wild

and unrestrained. Passions were allowed to run free. I am

sure the feast was filled with wine, women, and song.

The sin at this feast was bad enough. I am sure that the

feast itself was enough to stir the wrath of God.

But Belshazzar couldn’t stop there - See vs. 2

Some people cannot just be unsaved. Some people cannot just

reject God. Some people have to go a little further.

The suggestion probably came with a roar of laughter.

What made Belshazzar do it? What made him take the holy

vessels of the Temple of God and bring them into the feast?

1. Maybe his friends were in his thoughts. People will

do alot of things against God to please their friends.

Christians will even miss church because friends came over at

the last minute.

2. Maybe he thought that he was big enough and powerful

enough to insult God. He may have thought that he was the

exception to the rule. Many people today feel this way. Many

know what the Bible says about repentance, confession, and

faith in Christ as the way of salvation but feel that they

are the exception to the rule. They feel that they can get to

heaven by another way other than the way of the cross. They

feel that they are a special case with God and somehow god is

going to let them in the back door somehow.

3. Maybe it was for the thrill that might have

accompanied it. There is a thrill to danger. Here was the

danger of slapping God in the face. I believe that this may

be a reason some people take God’s name in vain.

4. Maybe his conscience began to bother him because of

the sins of the feast. Maybe he figured that what he needed

to do was bring a little religion into the feast. There are

many today who live their lives like they are living at

Belshazzar’s feast. They begin to have their conscience

bother them. They think that what they need is to bring a

little religion into the feast so they attend church

occasionally. They become "Sunday morning glories". They go

to church very once in awhile to appease their conscience and

then on Monday they return to the feast.

All is going fine. The feast is at its pinnacle. The feast is

filled with its fun, its sin, its godless wicked pleasures.

UNTIL SOMETHING IS SEEN ON THE WALL - vs. 6

I can hear it now. People begin to cry, "It’s a spirit".

Others cry "It’s a phantom". Someone cries "IT MUST BE GOD".

The music stops. You could hear a pin drop.

THAT NIGHT DEATH BURST UPON THE SCENE.

I WANT US TO LOOK BELSHAZZAR’S FEAST AND REMEMBER THREE

THINGS.

I. WHEN GOD WRITES ANYTHING ON THE WALL, YOU HAD BETTER READ

IT AS IT IS.

There may be someone here today living at Belshazzar’s feast.

You have forgotten God and what God wants for your life. You

can eat, drink and be merry but remember we all must one day

face God. God is still on the throne. Abraham Lincoln said

"You can fool all the people some of the time. And you can

fool some of the people all of the time. But you cannot fool

all the people all the time". Let me add to that, you cannot

fool God any of the time! When God is speaking to you, you

had better listen.

ILL. - I once saw a bird sitting on a high voltage wire that

had danger signs posted on every pole that carried it. I

asked an electrician working nearby why the bird could

live on the dangerous wire. The man explained that if I

reached up with a stick or pole and touched the wire, I

would die instantly but the bird could live because it

was "totally given over to the wire". As long as the

bird touched only the wire, it was safe. If it touched

the wire and a ground, it would die. Many people today

want to hold on to God and this world at the same time.

We need to be totally given over to God completely.

Remember Lot’s wife. She held onto God and the world at

the same time and it destroyed her.

God is trying to speak to people today and many try to still

his voice with pills, alcohol, and psychiatry. No conscience

is so dead that God cannot revive it.

Felix in Acts 24:25 saw the handwriting on the wall when Paul

preached to him and he trembled. He trembled and did nothing

about his soul.

Belshazzar’s conscience interpreted the message from God

before he heard what it meant from Daniel. He knew in his

heart that he had sinned against God and he showed it - vs.6

II. THERE IS A GREAT DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE OPENING AND THE

CLOSING OF THE BANQUET OF SIN.

Sin is almost hypnotic in its ability to deceive people into

thinking sin can go on forever.

The opening of sin is fun, exciting, and carefree.

The end is far different.

Notice vs. 27 - This is one of the shorted texts in the Bible

and so tragic.

Earlier in the evening those at the feast would have laughed

a person to scorn who would have suggested that they would

die that very night. People today are the same. Belshazzar

like so many others forgot the writing of God’s finger on the

stones of the law given to Moses at Mt. Sinai until he saw

the finger write on the wall. Will you forget God until he

signs your death warrant? Many do.

III. THE DESTRUCTION OF THE WICKED WILL BE SUDDEN AND WILL

COME ALMOST ALWAYS AT THE HEIGHT OF THE FEAST.

See Pro. 29:1 - He that being often reproved....shall

suddenly be destroyed....

Belshazzar died at the highest point of the feast.

Herod Agrippa I also died at the height of the feast.

See Acts 12: 21 - 23

No man is out of the reach of the judging hand of God.

Someone has said that 99% of judgment in the Bible and in

life comes unexpected.

Your day and my day to meet God is coming.

I have never pastored a church for a year that there was not

at least one death that came very close to the church.

Lord Byron in his poem "The Feast of Belshazzar" put it this

way:

The king was on his throne,

The Satraps thronged the hall;

A thousand bright lights shone

O’er that high festival.

A thousand cups of gold,

In Judah deemed divine--

Jehovah’s vessels hold

The godless Heathen’s wine.

In that same hour and hall,

The fingers of a hand

Came forth against the wall,

And wrote as if on sand:

The fingers of a man;--

A solitary hand

Along the letters ran,

And traced them like a wand.

That night they slew him on his father’s throne,

He died unnoticed, and the hand unknown;

Crownless and sceptreless, Belshazzar lay,

A robe of purple round a form of clay.

Belshazzar’s grave is made,

His kingdom’s passed away,

He in his balance laid

Is dead and worthless clay.

The shroud, his robe of state

His canopy the stone,

The Mede is at his gate,

The Persian on the throne.

IN CLOSING ---

How do you stand with God? Like Belshazzar?

It does not have to be. Your life does not have to be like

his and your death does not have to be like his.

Jesus can make the difference. Jesus loves you. He can save

and satisfy. Wont you come to him while there is time.

See John 6:37

Matt. 11: 28 - 30

Why Babylon Fell 

Revelation 14, verse 8, part 2 

r14l

14:8, note c - If you're in a hurry you might want to jump to the next section below 1408d. 

Was Belshazzar a fictitious character? 

   From the record of the past, we know that Babylon fell during the sixth century before Christ. Daniel's story about the fall, however, has been largely rejected by biblical scholars. They sit in judgment on the inspired word as they would for a secular historical document. The story about Belshazzar has been used as argument against the truthfulness of the whole book. Some years ago, the archaeological evidence for Belshazzar was lacking. Ancient king lists show Nabonidus as the last king of Babylon and don't mention Belshazzar at all — proof for the theory! 

However, more ancient archaeological records, reported between 1861 and 1924, have added additional light on the situation. Belshazzar's name was found. The Bible text calls him a "son" of Nebuchadnezzar, which seemed to contradict the records. Belshazzar was Nebuchadnezzar's grandson reigning at the same time as Nabonidus, his father, who ruled in a different city. Now we know that the term, "son," means any male descendent mt01gen. 

   Other evidence beyond the scope of our study also supports the authenticity of the book of Daniel. 

   Of course ancient secular records often do have errors which furnish legitimate material for historians to debate about. Unfortunately many Bible scholars still tend to doubt Daniel's book. They say it was written to build nationalistic courage much later — in the second century B.C. Obviously Satan would not want people to trust this book with its vitally important visions and stories. If it were true that Daniel was not the author, the book would be much worse than misunderstood fiction. It would be blatantly dishonest because Daniel basically tells his own story, explains what he saw, and is precise about dates. 

   Jesus said that unless we become like little children we will simply not make it into the kingdom of God (Mark 10:15). Those of us with letters behind our names need to take this advice seriously. Scholarship is important, but it must always be subordinate to divine wisdom. Jesus himself confirmed the reality of Daniel and his words and that's good enough for me (Mark 13:14). 

   Doubt is easy whether scholarly or not. When it comes to God's word, it is well to be cautious of interpretations we hear including those in this commentary. We can test ideas by comparing them with Scripture (Isa. 28:10) and, as the Spirit convicts, let's go to our knees claiming the promise of wisdom (James 1:5) and resist trying to figure out how plain statements of the Bible could mean something else (2 Peter 3:16). 

   Praise God for the certainty of the Bible which reveals Christ to us. 

Dead sea manuscripts also question the 2nd century date for the book of Daniel 

   The second century B.C. date for the book is based on a reference to it dated around 125 B.C. Historical-critical scholars (who judge the Bible as a secular book) therefore consider the book history instead of prophecy. The Dead Sea scrolls were found in 1947. (Daniel is represented by more of them than is any other book.) This discovery has created a problem that the scholars don't mention. They also believe other things about the book: (1) That the "little horn" of chapters 7 or 8 was a Selucid king, Antiochus, IV. (2) That faithfulness to the original writing deteriorated as evidenced by the fact that part of the book is in Aramaic instead of Hebrew (they think the Hebrew part got lost and scholars plugged in an Aramaic translation for that part), and because of certain spelling errors. The problem is that Antiochus' desecration of the temple was only 40 years before the date they give for the writing of the book — not long enough for all this assumed change. (I heard this in a lecture and don't have good reference for it. The problem was studied by a Notre Dame scholar.) 

   The evidence for some minor changes in biblical and other manuscripts that were copied  is clear. God has preserved the essential messages of His word, however.  I personally believe that Daniel switched languages. He certainly knew both well. The verse where the switch begins is 2:4 which says, "Then the Chaldeans spoke to the king in Aramaic. . . ." From that point the language changes to Aramaic and continues through chapter 7. This switch appears in the middle of a dialogue, hardly a place where a scribe would start using a new scroll. 

14:8 d 

How could Babylon have fallen-fallen? 

   The text says "Babylon is fallen, is fallen" — in literal translation, "Fell, fell Babylon."  What could it mean for a city to fall-fall? Here's the verse: 

   "And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication." (Rev. 14:8) 

   Repetition often means emphasis, but I believe more is involved here. As with much of the symbolism in Revelation, the double fall of Babylon was drawn from the Old Testament — in this case, Isaiah. Several elements in Belshazzar's final night are seen, including the fallen-fallen idea. is2101ff. See the endnote below. 

   How could Babylon have had a double fall? Darius, the Mede, marched on the city as a minor partner of Cyrus, the Persian, but Babylon really didn't fall separately to the two powers. 

   First notice that our verse gives the reason for the fall. This can help us figure out what was double about it. "Babylon is fallen, is fallen because she has made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication." Let's turn back to the story in Daniel 5 for clues. 

   "Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his lords, and drank wine before the thousand. . . . Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken out of the temple of the house of God which was at Jerusalem; and the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, drank in them. They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone." 

   When words were written on the wall and the pagan information experts couldn't interpret them, Daniel was brought in. The prophet's rebuke reveals that Belshazzar knew his arrogance was wrong because he was aware of the experience of Nebuchadnezzar. 

   "O thou king, the most high God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father a kingdom, and majesty, and glory, and honour. . . . But when his heart was lifted up, and his mind hardened in pride, he was deposed from his kingly throne, and they took his glory from him. . . . till he knew that the most high God ruled in the kingdom of men, and that he appointeth over it whomsoever he will. 

    "And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, though thou knewest all this; But hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven; and they have brought the vessels of his house before thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy concubines, have drunk wine in them; and thou hast praised the gods of silver, and gold . . . and the God in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified: Then was the part of the hand sent from him; and this writing was written: 

   "And this is the writing that was written, MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. This is the interpretation of the thing: MENE; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it. TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting. PERES; Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians." (Dan. 5:18-27). 

Twice fallen 

   Did you notice the two falls? (1) The kingdom had been numbered (investigated) and terminated and (2) the king, who was a religious as well as political ruler, had been weighed (compared with God's great standard of righteousness) and found too light. The kingdom fell politically because it had fallen spiritually. Babylon fell, fell. We see this also in chapters 16 and 18 1802. In the same context Babylon is to receive a double punishment 1806. 

Results and timing of the judgment also seen in Daniel 7 

   Look again at the verdict: "God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it. . . . Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting. . . . Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians." This is what will happen in the preadvent judgment. Notice: 

   "But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his [the arrogant horn's] dominion, to consume and to destroy it unto the end. And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him." (Dan. 7:26, 27) 

   In both cases, we see a time of judgment (numbering, weighing) followed by the power being taken from the wicked and given to the righteous (the kingdom being taken away and given to others). 

   What an awesome challenge to us to be pure and true to the one who gives us breath and takes it back. Just as Babylon fell two ways, our Lord has promised to restore us two ways. He first restores us spiritually is0118 making us ready, by His grace, to be restored physically to the home He is preparing for us as citizens of the heavenly kingdom jn1401ff; 1co1553f. 

Isaiah's description of the fall-fall

   Several details of the fateful end to Babylon were accurately predicted by Isaiah many years earlier (Isa. 21:1-10). From Daniel's historical account, we know that Babylon was conquered by Medo-Persia, the confederation of the two powers. Isaiah cited Elam and Media. Did Isaiah make a mistake writing of Elam instead of Persia?  

   It's unlikely that Persia existed when Isaiah wrote this chapter. Isaiah's call to be a prophet (Isa. 6) was in 740 B.C., some 40 years before Persian sovereignty had even begun. By the time Babylon fell, Elam had been taken over by the Persians. Thus the power of Elam, seen by Isaiah, became Persia which, with the help of the Medes, toppled the Babylonian empire.  

   The fear of the night of pleasure including the eating and drinking, and even the trembling legs of the king may be seen in Isaiah's account. Then a watchman on the wall of Babylon is heard exclaiming, "And, behold, here cometh a chariot of men, with a couple of horsemen [implying two conquerors working together]. And he answered and said, Babylon is fallen, is fallen; and all the graven images of her gods he hath broken unto the ground." (Isa. 21:9). The destruction of the images is an interesting action not mentioned by Daniel. I suggest you read the whole passage.  

   Obviously God knew exactly what would happen and wanted us, as well as the people in Daniel's day, to realize the significance of the fall of Babylon.  

   Historical information gathered from The Eerdman's Bible Dictionary, 1987, articles "Babylon," "Elam," "Isaiah," and "Persia." 

. 


When is the message of fallen Babylon given? 

   This is important. It must come after the time the first angel began to announce the beginning of the judgment. We study this later re1408i. 

14:8 e 

What made Belshazzar's party so bad? 

   Looking closely at the terrible sin of Belshazzar will help us understand the sin the second angel Revelation warns against. Notice that our verse mentions drinking wine in connection with the sin of the fall of Babylon. Wine was certainly an element in the fall of the literal kingdom. 

   "And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication." (Rev. 14:8) 

   The wine is "wine of the wrath of her fornication." Fornication, Greek pornia, means any kind of sexual action outside of marriage. I understand "wrath" here more as passionate determination than an exhibition of anger. Spiritual fornication of a nation is like adultery. A people claiming the Lord's name are adulterous when they act like a wife who gives her body to others while pretending to belong to her husband (See Ezek. 16). The supposedly pure body is impure. 

   Let's refresh our memory about Belshazzar's sin. "Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken out of the temple of the house of God which was at Jerusalem; and the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, drank in them. They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone." (Dan. 5:3). At the time of the victory over Jerusalem, Nebuchadnezzar had taken God's vessels "into the treasure house of his god." (Dan. 1:3) Following customs of the times, this treasure house contained exhibits of conquest to demonstrate the superiority of the Babylonian gods. You can see how Belshazzar's act was serious defiance of the God of heaven who was about to quickly bring down the curtain on the blasphemous nation. 

   In the end time, when the second angel flies, what sin does Belshazzar's story represent? Serving evil wine. What does the text mean, that all nations were made to drink of the wine of the wrath of Babylon's fornication? What wine do religious powers, good or bad, offer? 

    Jesus spoke of His teachings in explaining that we need to be renewed containers for the new wine He offered (Luke 5:37, 38). The wine of Babylon would be doctrines contaminated by paganism re1302. The fornication announced by the second angel is putting these doctrines into Christian cups. The exterior says, "We are Christian." The interior is corrupt. 

    "Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchers, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness. Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity." (Matt. 23:27, 28). 

    Accepting beliefs and practices not taught by the Bible is drinking this wine. Belshazzar had chosen to ignore the lessons given to Nebuchadnezzar. He poured Babylonian wine into vessels from God's temple. 

    The three angels preach the end-time appeal of heaven. The message of this second angel develops greater force in chapter 18 r18a. That call to come out of Babylon blended with the call of the third angel which we will soon study is God's final appeal to humanity. It's time to search our hearts and our Bibles to be sure all our religious practices are supported by Scripture. Things like stained glass windows are not in question unless we consider them to involve religious duty. Our relationship to God is in question. 

    We saw that the first angel preached at a specific time, "the hour of his [God's] judgment." The second angel followed preaching the fall of Babylon so his message would follow or overlap the first message in time. In fallen Babylon, we see the condition of those who had ignored truth that had then come to light. Of course the principle is important for more than the immediate historical situation. This is clear from the later call to leave Babylon in chapter 18. We must see in both, the deceptive practice of the dominant religious power which serves the wine of its passionate doctrine in holy cups. For more on bad wine in the next comment section, click "continue." 

   How wonderful to know that God loves us and understands our particular spiritual needs today. By the grace of Jesus Christ, we may respond to the call of the everlasting gospel, with new vessels to receive the pure wine of Christ as we claim victory over the sins of Babylon. 
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The God Who Will Not Be Mocked

(The Devoted Life #5)

Daniel 5

King Belshazzar gave a great banquet for a thousand of his nobles and drank wine with them. While Belshazzar was drinking his wine, he gave orders to bring in the gold and silver goblets that Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken from the temple in Jerusalem, so that the king and his nobles, his wives and his concubines might drink from them. So they brought in the gold goblets that had been taken from the temple of God in Jerusalem, and the king and his nobles, his wives and his concubines drank from them. As they drank the wine, they praised the gods of gold and silver, of bronze, iron, wood and stone. Suddenly the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on the plaster of the wall, near the lampstand in the royal palace. The king watched the hand as it wrote. His face turned pale and he was so frightened that his knees knocked together and his legs gave way. The king called out for the enchanters, astrologers and diviners to be brought and said to these wise men of Babylon, "Whoever reads this writing and tells me what it means will be clothed in purple and have a gold chain placed around his neck, and he will be made the third highest ruler in the kingdom." Then all the king's wise men came in, but they could not read the writing or tell the king what it meant. So King Belshazzar became even more terrified and his face grew more pale. His nobles were baffled. The queen, hearing the voices of the king and his nobles, came into the banquet hall. "O king, live forever!" she said. "Don't be alarmed! Don't look so pale! There is a man in your kingdom who has the spirit of the holy gods in him. In the time of your father he was found to have insight and intelligence and wisdom like that of the gods. King Nebuchadnezzar your father--your father the king, I say--appointed him chief of the magicians, enchanters, astrologers and diviners. This man Daniel, whom the king called Belteshazzar, was found to have a keen mind and knowledge and understanding, and also the ability to interpret dreams, explain riddles and solve difficult problems. Call for Daniel, and he will tell you what the writing means." So Daniel was brought before the king, and the king said to him, "Are you Daniel, one of the exiles my father the king brought from Judah? I have heard that the spirit of the gods is in you and that you have insight, intelligence and outstanding wisdom. The wise men and enchanters were brought before me to read this writing and tell me what it means, but they could not explain it. Now I have heard that you are able to give interpretations and to solve difficult problems. If you can read this writing and tell me what it means, you will be clothed in purple and have a gold chain placed around your neck, and you will be made the third highest ruler in the kingdom." Then Daniel answered the king, "You may keep your gifts for yourself and give your rewards to someone else. Nevertheless, I will read the writing for the king and tell him what it means. "O king, the Most High God gave your father Nebuchadnezzar sovereignty and greatness and glory and splendor. Because of the high position he gave him, all the peoples and nations and men of every language dreaded and feared him. Those the king wanted to put to death, he put to death; those he wanted to spare, he spared; those he wanted to promote, he promoted; and those he wanted to humble, he humbled. But when his heart became arrogant and hardened with pride, he was deposed from his royal throne and stripped of his glory. He was driven away from people and given the mind of an animal; he lived with the wild donkeys and ate grass like cattle; and his body was drenched with the dew of heaven, until he acknowledged that the Most High God is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and sets over them anyone he wishes. "But you his son, O Belshazzar, have not humbled yourself, though you knew all this. Instead, you have set yourself up against the Lord of heaven. You had the goblets from his temple brought to you, and you and your nobles, your wives and your concubines drank wine from them. You praised the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood and stone, which cannot see or hear or understand. But you did not honor the God who holds in his hand your life and all your ways. Therefore he sent the hand that wrote the inscription. "This is the inscription that was written: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, PARSIN "This is what these words mean: Mene: God has numbered the days of your reign and brought it to an end. Tekel: You have been weighed on the scales and found wanting. Peres: Your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians." Then at Belshazzar's command, Daniel was clothed in purple, a gold chain was placed around his neck, and he was proclaimed the third highest ruler in the kingdom. That very night Belshazzar, king of the Babylonians, was slain, and Darius the Mede took over the kingdom, at the age of sixty-two.

Dear friends of Jesus Christ, 

In this series on Daniel, I haven't touched on the outline of the book yet. I would like to spend a few moments on that this morning because it will give you a better understanding of Daniel chapter 5 which we are studying, and it will be very important to understand when we move into chapters 7 - 12. 

Some people note the similarity between chapters 1 through 6, which are narrative passages, and they note that chapters 7 through 12 are prophetic passages, and say that's the outline of the book. 

While it's true that chapters 1 through 6 tell stories and chapters 7 through 12 tell visions that Daniel had, the outline of the book isn't quite so simple. 

Our first clue that the main division of the book is not between chapters 6 and 7 is the fact that the in the original version of Daniel chapter 1:1 through 2:4a are written in Hebrew. However, chapters 2:4b through chapter 7 are written in Aramaic. Then chapters 8 through 12 are in Hebrew again. This would suggest that chapters 2 - 7 belong together, and chapters 8 through 12 belong together. When we look at their content, we see that they due.

Therefore, a second clue is the content of the various chapters. 

And a third clue is the clear structure of chapters 2 through 7 which bind them together into 1 unit. So the basic outline of the book sets chapter 1 by itself, puts chapters 2 through 7 together, and puts chapters 8 through 12 together. 

Chapter 1 introduces the main characters of the book, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, and shows them striving to be holy people and servants of God in an unholy, foreign land.

Chapters 2 through 7 discuss the destinies of the nations of the World. I'll say more about that in a moment. 

Chapters 8 through 12 describe the destiny of the nation of Israel. We'll look at the structure of these chapters another week. 

Back to chapters 2 through 7. Though these chapters are written in Aramaic, they were put together by a Hebrew author Daniel, and are organized in a way that is common to Hebrew narratives and Hebrew poetry. These chapters are organized in a concentric circle outline. By that, I mean that the outermost chapters talk about the same subject material, then the next two inward talk about the same material, then the inside chapters do the same as follows:

2 Nebuchadnezzar's vision: 4 king-doms as image of 4 different parts.

3 Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah refuse to worship Nebuchad-nezzar's golden image. God spares them from harm in the fiery furnace.

4 Nebuchadnezzar warned about pride. Sins. Punished. Repents. Restored.

5 Belshazzar warned about pride. Sins. Punished. 

6 Daniel refuses to pray to Darius. God spares him from harm in the den of hungry lions.

7 Daniel's vision: 4 kingdoms as 4 creatures.

Chapters 4 and 5, the innermost chapters are placed side by side to compare and contrast one pagan ruler, Nebuchadnezzar, with another, Belshazzar.

The similarities between the two chapters are as follows.

Both Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar were head honchos of Babylon.

Both Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar were warned by God about their pride.

Both Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar needed God's help through Daniel to interpret the warnings given to them by God. The Babylonian gods could not help them.

Both Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar fell into the sin of pride.

Both Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar were punished for their sin by God.

However, the similarities end there.

While Nebuchadnezzar humbled himself before God, Belshazzar remained arrogant and prideful.

While God restored Nebuchadnezzar after a time of punishment, Belshazzar's destruction was complete.

Therefore, while Daniel 4 is a restoration passage which illustrates that God restores those who humble themselves before him, Daniel 5 is a judgment passage which illustrates that God's justice is complete and terrifying against those who do not acknowledge him as king. The theme of the book of Daniel is this: God is king; therefore, he must be obeyed, and he will be victorious. This theme is fleshed out from various angles throughout book of Daniel. Chapters 4 and 5 contrast two rulers, one who comes around to acknowledge this truth, and one who does not. 

This judgment that comes down upon all who are prideful is described both in the Old Testament and in the New.

Proverbs 16:18,19 Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.

Better to be lowly in spirit and among the oppressed than to share plunder with the proud.

Galatians 6:7,8 Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.

One more word of explanation about Daniel 5. From chapter 4, we fast-forward some 50 to 60 years. Nebuchadnezzar is dead. Nebuchudnezzar's son, Evil-Merodach, has come and gone as king. Now Nabonidus is king of Babylon, and his son, Belshazzar, is the crown prince. (Nabonidus was no relation to Nebuchadnezzar. It's a long story as to how he became king.) Nabonidus is off in another country, so he leaves his son Belshazzar in charge, thus he is called "king" in the Bible. Since the book of Daniel makes no note of Nabonidus, it simply calls Belshazzar a "son" of Nebuchadnezzar. The Aramaic behind this word "son" can also mean "descendant" or "successor." Likewise, the Aramaic word for "father" can also mean "ancestor" or "predecessor." 

1. Nothing to fear?

During his reign Nabonidus had worked hard to undo the influence of Nebuchadnezzar who honored the God of the Israelites, and to restore the former honor and glory to the Babylonian gods. Belshazzar followed in his footsteps. Belshazzar's name means "[the god] Bel has protected the king." I would guess this new emphasis on the Babylonian gods had to do with national pride. "We're Babylonians. We are the conquerors. How powerful is a god who can't even protect his people from exile? Our gods have proven that they are greater than the gods of the Israelites since we are the conquerors and they are the conquered." 

What's the argument against this reasoning? We know that God will still in control. We know that God allowed Nebuchadnezzar to overtake the Israelites and bring them into exile for his own reasons. God was punishing them for years of disobedience and idolatry. 

Belshazzar didn't know this. He was arrogant and confident in the power of Babylon and the power of his gods. 

One commentator (Walvoord, J. F. (1983-c1985). The Bible Knowledge Commentary: an Exposition of the Scriptures (Da 5:1). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books) says that chapter 5 takes place at a time when the capitol city of Babylonian empire, Babylon, was under siege by the Persian army, led by Ugbaru, governor of Gutium, while Belshazzar was inside the city giving a great banquet for 1,000 of his nobles. Do you get the picture here? The life of the city and all its inhabitants was severely threatened. What does Belshazzar do? Does he muster the troops? Does he prepare armaments? No. He throws a huge party. Belshazzar considered his city secure from assault because of its massive walls, and within the city were supplies that would sustain it for 20 years. Maybe he threw the party to display his total confidence in himself, in the preparations they had made, and to display their total disdain for the Persians. 

This banquet showed Belshazzar's contempt for the power of men. But also, the banquet showed his contempt for the power of the true God. When Nebuchadnezzar conquered Jerusalem some 50 or 60 years earlier, he stole the gold and silver goblets that were used for worship by the Israelites in the temple in Jerusalem. It seems that Nebuchadnezzar and his son left these alone. They honored these sacred vessels. Not Belshazzar. He ordered that they be brought to the banquet hall so that the partyers could drink from them. While they were drinking they did not honor the God who had been worshiped with them in the past. Instead they drank to the Babylonian idol-gods, the gods of gold, silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone.

Belshazzar was puffed with pride in his own strength, wealth, and power. Daddy had left him in charge, and he wanted to prove to himself, to his father, and to his father's nobles, that he could handle the responsibility with grace and style. Though the Persian army surrounded Babylon, they would party. NO FEAR!

No fear of the Persians. No fear of the God of the Israelites.

"Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall." "Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked."

2. A Warning Given

Suddenly a hand appeared and began to write on the wall. 

Divine graffiti. "The king watched the hand as it wrote."

Original Aramaic says that the king watched a palm as it wrote, which suggests that the king was sitting directly beneath the hand as it began to write.

NO FEAR? NO WAY!

His face became pale. His knees knocked. His legs collapsed. His thoughts alarmed him.

The hand scared the living daylights out of him.

He called in all the religious experts. As king, he knew war and leadership. But this seemed like a religious matter to him. It was a message from the gods. But like the so-called experts in ch. 2, these experts could not decipher the writing. Once again, the Babylonian gods fell on their faces. Belshazzar was even more frightened!

Enter the Queen Mum. Possibly Nebuchadnezzar's wife. 

"Don't be so frightened," she says. Why? Because there is another expert in Babylonian religion. NO.

"Call for Daniel." She says, "He'll know!"

Like Nebuchadnezzar in chapter 4, Belshazzar summons Daniel. Like Nebuchadnezzar who praised Daniel, so did Belshazzar. Both made the same basic statement, but for one significant difference: Nebuchadnezzar made a personal confession: "The spirit of the holy gods is in you." Nebuchadnezzar recognized God's presence in Daniel. Belshazzar repeated what he heard: "I have heard that the spirit of the gods is in you." Belshazzar received this knowledge only as information.

Then Daniel speaks to Belshazzar. Daniel knows the difference between Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar and he lectures Belshazzar about it. When Nebuchadnezzar became puffed with pride and a sense of own importance God cut him down. Then Nebuchadnezzar repented and confessed his faith in God. But Belshazzar did not acknowledge that the most high God is sovereign. He drank from sacred goblets. He praised gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood and stone. He did not  honor the God who holds in his hand his life. Therefore, God sent this inscription. 

Apparently Belshazzar had been warned before. But he did not heed the warnings. 

God is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love. God offers Belshazzar one last chance with this frightening warning. 

Daniel interprets the writing.

"This is what these words mean: 

Mene: God has numbered the days of your reign and brought it to an end. 

Tekel: You have been weighed on the scales and found wanting. 

Peres: Your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians." 

Belshazzar is duly impressed. He gives Daniel all he promised him and then some.

But that's it. Nothing else happens. God gave Belshazzar one final, grandly frightening warning. What did Belshazzar do? He found someone to interpret the warning and honored the man as he promised he would.

What's missing? Repentance.

What's the problem? He didn't do anything with the warning.

3. A Warning Ignored

I'm not sure why he ignored the warning. Perhaps he still placed his confidence in this thick-walled city and his Babylonian gods. Perhaps he thought there was nothing further he could do. Perhaps he thought the warning was nonsense. Whatever the reason, he ignored the warning. 

A few hours later, Persian soldiers stormed the palace and killed him. Then a Persian king, Darius, assumed the throne. The gold head of the image in Nebuchadnezzar's dream toppled off. With this incident, the Babylonian empire ended. God is king; therefore, he must be obeyed, and he will be victorious. 

If there is one thing we are all good at doing, it is receiving a call to repent for information. It is postponing a call to repent. When God calls us on the carpet, the proper response is not, "Well, I'll get to that at some point, God." 

The proper response is, "I'm sorry God. Forgive me for my sin. Turn my life around. Make me new. Change me, even though it hurts terribly."

Who wants to pray that? So we postpone God's call to repent.

Just as Belshazzar postponed God's call to repent, so Felix postponed God's call to repent. Felix was the Roman governor we read about in Acts 24. One of his prisoners was the apostle Paul. Felix was hungry to learn from Paul. Frequently Felix would have Paul come and speak with him about God and Jesus. But as soon as Paul became personal, then Felix shut him off. Listen, Acts 24:25, "As Paul discoursed on righteousness, self-control and the judgment to come, Felix was afraid and said, 'That's enough for now! You may leave. When I find it convenient, I will send for you.'" Felix received all this information about God without acting on it. It was never convenient for him. As far as we know, Felix never repented. 

For some people, repentance is never convenient. Could that be you? If so, God is saying to you, "Repent, for the kingdom of God is at hand." 

Some people are looking for a sign from God. If that's you, this is it. Will you say to God, "Thank your for that information God. I'll consider it?" Or will you say, "I'm sorry God. Forgive me for my sin. Turn my life around. Make me new. Change me, even though it hurts terribly."

What will you do with today's message?

Receive it for information, or let it change your life?
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Series: Generation Next - Part 5 

Warnings on the Wall 

Daniel 5 

Introduction 

“I wish I could have seen ‘the handwriting on the wall’.” 

• I was a new believer 

• I was proud 

• I was an idol worshipper 

• I was lovingly warned

• I rejected the warning

• I was humbled
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Daniel Chapter 5 

Page 2


The Testimony of A Foolish Man 

◆

The Historical Setting - 539 BC

• Babylon - The Supreme Power In The World 

• Nebuchadnezzar Died In 562 BC 

• Daniel Demoted Or Retired (75 - 80 years old) 

• Media - Surrounding The Walls Of Babylon 

• Belshazzar - Nebuchadnezzar’s Grandson 

• The City Was Invincible 

◆

The Content of Chapter 5

I. Belshazzar Throws A Party - v. 1 - 4 

II. The Handwriting On The Wall - v. 5 - 9 

III. The Queen Mother Has A Solution - v. 10 - 12 

IV. The King Calls For Daniel’s Help - v. 13 - 16 

V. Daniel Tells It Like It Is - v. 17 - 28 

VI. God Does It Like He Says - v. 29 – 31 

LIFE LESSONS FROM DANIEL 5
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1. We can run from God, but we can’t hide. 

Psalm 139:7 - 12

• How did Belshazzar run?

• How do you tend to run? 

2. God expects us to learn from His dealings with others. 

Galatians 6:7 - 8
3. God’s love demands that we “care enough to confront.” 

Proverbs 29:25

4. God is slow to anger and abounds in mercy, but persistent 

waywardness will reap certain judgment. 
Hebrews 9:27

Application 
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“Humble yourself therefore under the mighty hand of God, that He 

might exalt you . . .” 

1 Peter 5:6 

Discussion Questions 

1. Discuss a time in your life where you saw the “handwriting on the wall,” but 

failed to respond to its warning. 

2. What was at the heart of Belshazzar’s sin? How did he cover it up? What 

are some common ways we cover up our insecurities and fears? 

3. Why is it so difficult to say “hard things” to people even when we care about 

them deeply? Who, if anyone, might you need to talk to? 

4. How does the reality of God’s judgment impact how we live? Why is it critical 

to remember God is holy and just, as well as merciful and loving? 

5. What specific step do you need to take in response to this message? When 

and how will you do it? 
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The Handwriting on Your Wall

Daniel 5

Hebrews 10:30-31--"For we know him who said, 'It is mine to avenge; I will repay,' and again, 

'The Lord will judge his people.'  It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God."

Introduction:  Have you ever been scared?  I mean hair-raising, spine-tingling, knee-knocking 

scared?  [A visit to Hazel Green cemetery]  

What if you were to die tonight?  If 3 words would be written as your epitaph, what would they 

be?  Our main character faced that question--and he saw the handwriting on the wall.

I.  Belshazzar's drunken feast (1-9).

A.  Belshazzar profaned God's holiness (1-4).  Who is Belshazzar?

--Grandson of Nebuchadnezzar.  Neb dies old, son Evel-Merodach takes over.

 His brother kills him, takes over.  In a conspiracy an outsider, Nabonidus, gains the 

throne, marries Neb's daughter, moves to Arabia, and gives his son Belshazzar 

control of Babylon.  The Medes and Persians under Cyrus are closing in.  They 

have camped outside the city wall for several weeks.  Inside Babylon there is 

enough provision for years of siege if necessary.  The date is Saturday, October 12, 

539 BC.

B.  God interrupted Belshazzar's revelry (5-9).

App:I'd like to suggest 3 words today that could be chiseled on your tombstone to the 

glory of God.  They will represent the opposite of what Belshazzar received in 

judgment. The first is:  REVERENCE. [This is the age. . .]  How can we learn to 

revere God?

1.  Intense worship.

2. Careful speech. --"name in vain"

3.  High personal standards.

4.  Humble approach to life.

II.  Daniel's confrontation with Belshazzar (10-24).

A.   Daniel's reputation (10-16).

--Daniel is about 81 years old by now.

B.  Daniel's integrity (17-24).

1.  Daniel refuses reward (17)--some people can't be bought.

2.  Daniel reviews Nebuchadnezzar's story (18-21).

3.  Daniel rebukes Belshazzar (22-24).

--False gods are no gods at all.

--The true God holds your very existence in his hand, the hand that judges, 

or the hand that can uphold you.

App:Like Daniel, we must pursue a RELATIONSHIP with God.  How?

Admit your need of him.

Believe in his forgiveness and presence.

Commit to following him.  It's like a marriage relationship.

III.  Belshazzar's message from God (25-31).

A.  The inscription's meaning (25-28).

--These are words for money in their language.  There are 50 shekels in a mina, So

it's like saying "$100, $2, $50."  But the words are also in use in the language, and 

mean something like "number, weigh, and divide."  The last word, "PRS", is also 

    has the same consonants as the word for "Persia," the empire that was about to 

    conquer Babylon.

B.  The issuing of the proclamation (29).

C.  The invasion of Babylon (30-31).

App:We must demonstrate REALITY before God.  This is the sum of the other two 

words, reverence and relationship.  Psalm 90:12, "Teach us to number our days 

aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom."  Belshazzar represents the practicing 

atheist who cannot face the reality of his own impotence in the face of greater 

forces, and he can only brace himself with the help of alcohol to block out the stark 

truth.

Conclusion

[Elegy]

What would be your inscription, your epitaph, the handwriting on your wall?

Babylonia

Israel had traditionally had many enemies; ironically it is that fact, from a military standpoint, that had enabled them to survive as an independent entity. Now one enemy had the time or resource to conquer Jerusalem. Then in less than a decade God raised up Babylon, a single masterly enemy, to teach the Jews the lesson that God had purposed. Babylon is described biblically as first of four great gentile world kingdoms. The roots of Babylon stretch back to Babel and it exists, at least by name, all the way to the end of the great tribulation. Yet most of the more than 300 biblical references to it relate to the role it played in the three deportations of the people of Judah.

Babylon really started on its path towards supreme power in 625BC[1] when a Chaldean prince Nabopolassar established the 10th Dynasty, often known as the Chaldean or Neo-Babylonian dynasty. Before and during the early part of his reign the closest thing to a ‘world’ power was Assyria and the great achievement of Nabopolassar, aided by Media[2] was to put an end to Assyrian domination. By 612BC Assyria’s chief cities had fallen, the struggle finally ended in 606BC with the fall of Ninevah. The majority of the Assyrian empire fell to Nebopolassar and Babylon was established.

The next decisive step was then unwittingly taken by Pharaoh king of Egypt that had probably seen the northern upheaval as an opportunity to expand, which he did by capturing Carchemish, having advanced through Judah and slaying Josiah. This led to Babylonian retaliation in the form of Nebuchadnezzar, the son of Nabopolassar. The Egyptians were a long way from home and with the benefit of hindsight over extended. They were thoroughly routed[3]. Egypt was now effectively over as a power in the Palestine[4] giving Babylon control of most of the land to the North and East of Judea.

Nebuchadnezzar continued to invade Jerusalem, he succeeded and took captive the royal children and nobles and also acquired some of the wealth of the temple of the Lord. He did however return Jehoiakim to be vassal king of Judah.

Around this time (605BC) news reached Nebuchadnezzar of the death of his father, such events were deeply destabilising in that era and Nebuchadnezzar immediately returned to Babylon with his light troops leaving his generals to finish of and complete the campaigns. Nebuchadnezzar successfully took the throne but his lack of focus encouraged Tyre, Phoenicia and Judah (under Jehoiakim) to revolt.[5] 

Still involved with establishing his throne Nebuchadnezzar could not take to the field personally until 598BC. But when he did Judah had to yield almost instantly, Jehoiakim had already been killed and it was left to Jehoiachin to effect the surrender. This time Nebuchadnezzar took more that 10,000[6] of the chief people of the land including Ezekiel.

Nebuchadnezzar still appeared willing to have Jerusalem governed by a Jew and he installed Mattaniah the brother of Jehoiakim on the throne renaming him Zedekiah.

Zedekiah remained loyal to Nebuchadnezzar for nine years, then he joined an alliance, most notably with Egypt and went in to revolt. Nebuchadnezzar again took to the field and attacked Jerusalem. He momentarily had to divert to crush the Egyptians but swiftly returned and laid a siege against Jerusalem. The siege lasted three hundred and ninety days until in 588BC Jerusalem was taken. Zedekiah was captured, his children were slain before him, his eyes were put out and he was taken to Babylon.[7]

Nebuchadnezzar died in 562BC and was succeeded by Evil-merodach. Two years later Evil-merodach was murdered by Neriglissar. Neriglissar was then king for 3 years and was succeeded by his son. His son reigned for 9 months and was then murdered by the nobility who place Nabonadius upon the throne; he reigned until 538BC. His son Belshazzar was co-regent with him from 550BC.[8] Both were reigning at the time of Daniel 5 when the Persians snatched the kingdom from them in one night.

The time of Babylonian supremacy was really a period of about seventy years, the lifespan of one man. They arose very quickly and descended even faster. There are many historic reasons for this; but ultimately Babylon was a tool in the hand of God and once the tool had done its job, it could be put to one side. I wonder how many policy decisions made in governments around the world would be different if our rulers understood that they are there for as long as they serve God’s purpose?

Check out : Babylon The Great, Pride Cometh Before a Fall or other essays on Daniel

[1] Dates in the various commentaries and dictionaries tend to be very agreed with regard to the rough period, yet they often differ by up to two years for precise events. This is largely to do with issues of inclusive and exclusive counting and the difficulty of tied ‘in the nth year of King x’ to a BC date if the king came to the throne in mid-year.

[2] Nebuchadnezzar the son of Nabopolassar was married to the daughter of Cyaxeres, it was possibly this political move that helped form the alliance.

[3] Jer 46:2-12, pulled from Nebuchadnezzar in Eastons.

[4] 2 Ki 24:7

[5] Smiths Bible Dictionary, (Nebuchadnezzar)

[6] 2 Ki 24:14

[7] 2 Ki 25&25. 2 Ch 36:1-23

[8] Amongst other references see http://www.biblehistory.webcentral.com.au/Table5.htm for a clear overview of dates.

